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REVIEW 


Numb, 20. 


OF THE 


(STATE 


OF THE 


hurldayp, February 14. 1706. 


take in England, with Debtors and 
Bankrupts, a long Exclamation at the 


15 I: Examining the Indire& fteps we 


E very Lawsthemfelves feems neceflary, but 


much more at the manner of their Execue 


y tion by which Creditors ; teem rather en- 


a clin’d ta Panith themfelves, and the Deb- 
— torstoo, than recover their Debts. 


Tam now to make it out, that Commif- 


 fienscf Bankrupts, as in our Time pradis’d, 
 Ruine the Debrors, but do not Anfwerthe 
end of the Créditor ; that they rua Men 
“upon Extremes, and hay. occation’d many 
~Thoufand of Debtors in former times to 
— $pend theirEMat: sin ai) manner of Unhappy 
- Bxceffes, fuchas are the Common Fffc&s 
Of Defperation, and which in thofc Days 
were the Common Praétice of the Mint. 
and Friars, and are now too much reviv’de 


And, as I can offer nothing more.to the 
purpofe, now, than what I Publifh’d on 
that Occafion when I Complain’d fo. 
juftly at the Exorbitance and Excefles, of 
thofe Sanétuaries of Thieves 3 the Rea- 
der is defir’d to accept of the Repetition, 
as it was then Printed as follows, /peaking 
of the Laws ageinft Bankrupts, ; 

* If J maybe allow’d fo much Liberty 
* with our Laws, which are generally good, 
* and’ above all things are temper’d with 
* Mercy,Lenity,and Freedom,this has fome- 
* thing in it of Barbarity; it gives a loofe 
* to the Malice and Revenge of the Cre- 
« ditor,as wellasa Power to right himfelf, 
¢ while ic leaves the Debtor nu way to fhow 
¢ himfelf Honeft ; Ic contrives ail the ways 
‘ puMidle, to drive the Debtor to De(pair, 
* and encourages no New Induftry; for it 

’ © makes - 
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¢ makes him perfeétly incapable of any 
¢ thing but frarving. — ave 
© This Law, efpecially as it is now free 
* quently executed, tends wholly to the 
* Deftruétion of the Debtor, and yet very 
* tittle to the Advantage of the Credi- 
* tor. 
(1) © The Severities to the Debtor are 
* unreafonable, and, if 1 may fo fay, a hit- 
¢ tle inhuman; for it not only ftrips him of 
¢ all in a Moment, but renders him for 
“ever incapable of helping himfelf, or re- 
* Jieving his Family by fucure Induftry, If 
* be ’tiepes from Prifor, which is hardl 
* done toys if he has nothing left, he mu 
© ftarve, or live upon Charity ; if he goes to 
¢ Work, mo Man dare pay him his Wages, 
* but be fall pay ic saat the Creditors 5 
¢ if he bas any private Stock left for a Sub- 
* fiftence, be can put it no where; :every 
© Man is bound to bea Thief, and take it 
‘ from him: If he trufts it in the bands of 
© a Friend, he muft receive it again as a 
« great Congteffe, for that Friend is ligble 
{te accqunt forit, I have known a poor 
‘ ‘Man Profecuted by a Statute to that de- 
‘ gree, that all he had left wasa little Mo- 
dé aey, which he knew not where to hide ; 
© at laft, chat tie might not ftarve, he gives 
* itto his Brother, who had entertain’d 
* him; the Brother, after he had his Money, 
'€ quarrels with him to get him out of his 
* Houfe; and when he delires himtolet 
‘him bavethe Money lent him, gives him 
“ this fur Anfwers J canwor pay you fafelp, 
© for shere is 4 Statuse agasinjt you; which 
_ ©run the poor Min co fuch Extremeties, 
* that he deftroy’d himfelf. Nothing is 
_ © more fr quent, than for Men whoarere: 
“ duc’d by Milcarriage in Trad¢, to Com- 
‘ pias and Set upagain, and get good E; 
* ftates; but a Statute as we Cail it, fore- 
* ver fhuts up all doors to the Debtor's Re- 
* covery 34s if Breaking were a Crime fo 
* Cipital, chat he vughe to be caft our of 
* Human Society, and Expes’d to Extre- 
* meties worfe than Death. 
¢ willtarther expofe the fruitlefs Severity of 
* this Law,'tis eafie ta make it appzar,thac 
allthis Crielty to the Debtor is fo far 


And, which © 


om 


* (generally fpeaking) from advantoging — 
* the Creditors, that it dettroys the Bftate, — 
* confumes it in extravagant Charges, and 
* unlefs the Debtor be confenting, feldom 


¢ makes any confiderable Dividends. And 


* Iam bold tofay, there is no Advantage — 


* made by the Profecuting of a Scatute with 
* Severity, but what might bedoubly made 
* by Methods more merciful. And though 
‘ Tamnotte prefcribe to the Legiflators of 
* the Nation, yet by way of Efflay, J take 


© leave to give my Opinion and my Expe- © 


* rience in the Methods, Confequences,and 


* Remedies of this Law. 


© All People know, who remember any | 


* thing of the-Times when that Law was 
* made, that the Evil it was pointed at, 
* was grown-very rank, and Breaking to dee 


* fraud Creditors fo much a Trade, that — 


* the Parliament had good reafon to fet up 


* a Fory to deal with it; andI am far from j 


‘ refle€&ting on the Makers of that Law, 
* who, no queftion, faw ‘twas neceflary at. 
* thac cime: But ag Laws, tho’ in theme 


he 


* felves good, are more or-lefs fo, as they — 


‘ afe More or lefs feafonable, {quar’d, and 
‘ adapted tothe Circumftances and Time 


‘ of the Evil they are made againft; fo — | 


‘ "\were worth while (with Submiffion) for. 
* the fame Authority to examine: 
(1.) Whether the Length of Time fince 


* thac Aét was made, has not givenopportu- | 


* nity to Debtors. 


t. To evade the Furce of the A& by 7 


* Ways and Shifts to avoid the Power of it, — 


© and fecure their Efta es out of the reach 
* of it? 


¢ whom it was made to relieve? Since we 
* fee frequently now, that Bankrupts defire 
* Statutes, and procure them to be tas 
* ken out againft themfelves. 


(2.) * Whether the Extremetiesof this 


* Liw are not often carricd on beyond the 


é by 
© are 
. P i . 

© Offender, to che Ruine of his - 


alfo Malicious, and gratifie their 


2. * To turn the Point of it againft thofe — | 


. neha ha and Meaning of the AG it felf, 1 
erfons, who befides being Creditors, 


Revenge, by Profecuting the 
mis 


I 
| 
| 
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© If thefe two points are tobe prov'd, 
* thenI am fure ‘twill follow, That this A@ 
* is now a Publick Grievance to the Nation 5 
* and I doube not, but. will be one time or 
‘other repzal’d by the Wife Authority 
§ which made it. 
_ (1) Time and Experience has furnifh’d 
* the Debrors with Ways and Means to 
* evade the Force of tlris Statute, and to 
* fecure treir ERate againft the reach of 
* it; which renders it often infignificant, 


‘and confequently, the Kaave, apaint 
: Whom the Law was, Particularly ioe 
, Bets Of; while he only who ‘fails of 
, meer Necethty, and whofe honeft Princi- 
_ ciple will not permit him to pragtice thole 
_ Methods, is expos’d to the Fury of this A@: 
; and as things are now. order'd, nothing is 
, more eafy, than for a man to order his 
: Eftate fo, that a Statute fhall have ro 
power over it, or at leaft but.a little. 


MIscELLANEA. 


oO” laft, left me to give my Opinion 
of the Poles. , 
Asto bis Folifh Majefty, fomeConclufions 
will be made from his Affairs, perhaps not 
unufefu! to be obferv’d in time. 

1--'I believe he will not be fo foon Bea- 


ten out of Poland, as perhaps the King of 


Sweden expeéls; he being a Warlike, Po- 
tent, and Politick General, as well as a 
Prince of a Great Spirit, Undaunted Cou- 
rage, and Indefatigable Diligence in his 
Affairs.. 

2. He isa Prince, entirely in the Intereft 
of the Prefent Confederacy ; and were it 


not for. the Prefent Unreafonable Obfti- 
macy of his Eremy the Swede, would foon 


turn the Scale of Germany, in favour of 
the Emperor; whether in Hungaria, Bae 
varia, Italy, or the upper Rbine. 

3 I believe he has fo many ways ob- 
lig’d the Emperor, and the Confederacy 
particularly, both now, and once before,fen- 
ding confiderable Bodies of his Troops, 


to join the Imperial Army, when he is at 


the fame time, fo exceedingly prefs'd by 
his Enemy at Home, that I think, whene- 
ver the Affairs of Europe will permit it, 


3 he oughtto be effettuatiy affifted: to the 


Recovery of his Dominions, and the Ree 
ducing his RivaltoReafon, =. 

4 I believe his Pelifh Majefty has honght 
the Crown of Poland too Dear; that had 


His Majefty never taken that Troublefome 


Honour upon him, but join’d his Powerfut 
Troops to the Affiftance of the Empe. 
ror, be had acquir’d more Glory, Weaith- 
and Safety, and might, as he was the Ri- 
cheft, and moft Powerful of the Eleétors, 
the King of Pruffia excepted, with equal 
Reafon, and perhapsSuperiour Merit, have 
obtain’d both the Title of King, and {ui- 
table Additions of Dominion, to have 
made his Power equal to his Neigh- 
bourse 
s. If in the Prefent Controverfie, he 

gets the better of the Swede, and Eftablifh« 
es himfelf in the Polifh Throne 3.1 quefti- 
on, .whether all Polamd can ever omke him 
amends for the Lofs of Blood and Treafure, 
and for the Ruine and Damage, fuffer’d 
by his Hereditary Dominions. a. 
6. The Wealth and Power of the E- 
le€torate of Saxony, by far the Richeftand 
moft Flourifhing in Trade.of the whole 
Empire, has been wonderfully vifible, in 
the vaft Expences they have‘been at, and 
the fundry Armies raifed, for the Eftablith- 
ing their Prince in his. New Acquifition ; 
nor is the Love.of his Subjeéts lefs. Wor-- 
thy our Notice. tho” under two Gapital - 
Difcouragements, viz. The Change of his 

eligion, and the Removing his Court 
from them toa Remote Country. . 

“My Thoughts’ of the Czar of Anuj 


COUY, are 3 . 
lad 1» That 


da 


1. That he is a Potent, Wartike, and 
extraordinary Prince, and feems to be'‘lay- 
ing the Foundation ot a Grandeur, in that 
Numerous Northern Nation , which 
may in time, be either very’ Advantage- 
ous, or very Fatal to Europe, very Advan- 


tageous, if the Martial Humour of their. 


Princes, when their People fhall be broughr 
to the Petfe&tion of Difcipline and Gon- 
du@ in War, fhall turn “cheir Arms.a- 
gainft the Turk, or Tartar; both whom he 
may in time, drive out of Enrope, having 
Numbers of People, fufficient fur the Grea- 
teft Undertaking, and his People neither 
wanting Courage, nor Hardinels of 
Conftirution to go through the Severities 
of the Fjeld. Or very Faral, “If he {hould 
turn his Arms, inte the Northern parts of 
Europe, Thofe Princes {eldom According 
enough, to a&t-in Concert, by which mzans 
he may perhaps ia time Opprefs, by prodi- 


gious Numbers, all the Northe;a Crowns, 


and overrun them in a Manner not to be 
Expre(s'de . , 

2. As .to the Mufcovite Troops, they 
are Hardy; Daring, Strong Men, Delpe- 
rate, Furious in Aion, and Terrible 
in-Vidtory.; they want nothing but Dilci-, 
pline and Experiente, and 1 have often 
wondred the Czar, among the many Great 
steps he has taken, to raife the Reputa- 
tion of his Soldiers, has not yet thought 
of forming fall Bodies of Mcn, about 


8000 and 1ccoo in a Body, and Jetting: 


them out to the Emperor, or the Dutch, 
whto want Men ; where being well Cluath’s, 
Paid, and Recruited, they would Learn. 
the Difcipline of War, and be accuftom’d 
ta the Field ; would be harden’d tu S<re 
vice, and pzrbaps make as good Troops 
as.any in the World. 


Nor can I believe, butchat if Prince 


Eugene had ‘2Q00. Mu/coviscsin Jtaly, un- 
der Good Officers, they would du hin as 
Good Service there, as any of the Danifb 
and Palatine Yrowps iu like Cae, and up- 


on ali Occaiions, Benave themfelves as 


well, : 
As to King. Staniflzus, 1 lovok upon hiw, 


as. preparing himieit to b> rank’d iache 
Number of thofe many Prmces in the. 


Wasid, .who have Ruia’d chemfelves by 
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of Sweden, comesto find it nereffary, to 
Abandon his Intereft, he muft go along 
with him to Swedeland, and Live’as Re 
fugee Princes do in the Court of France, 
viz. upon a Penfion; and if he fucceeds, 
I than always fuppefe him no otherthaa ~ 
a Sub-King, depending upon the Swedeg — 
Subjeft to him, and only fupplying 
his Place, as a Deputy or Vice-roy; a ing 
under his Orders, and refting upon his 
Prote&ion. | 


their Ambition, and whenever the King | 


r . commas 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Juft publith’d, 4 
A Stostaphical, and Hiftorical Account of — 
‘the Principality of Catalenia, and E q 
dom of Barcelona, Containing the Defcri 4 
on of that Gountry and City, and of allo 
ther Places of Note, and its Principal Rivers, 
the Succeflion of its Princes, and all Notable 
Revolutions from the firft Ages, to this 
fent time. London, Printed, and fold by fobw 
Nutt, near Stationers Hall, 1705. a 
A Hymn to Peace; Occafion’d by the two 
Houfes joyning in one Addrefs to the 
Queen, By the Author of the True-8ora 
pay oie Sold by Jobs Nutt, near Station — 
er Hall,t706. ‘a 
WASSE’s Elixir for the Gout and Rheuma- 
tifm ; for the Cholick, Stone, Gravel, 
and Ulcers in the Bladder and pre ;afure 
Remedy for the Dry-Gripes in the Weft-lin- 
dics. Price Thrce Shillings the Half-pint, with 
Printed Directions. Sold by Mr. James Atkine 
fon, near Cherry-Garden Stairs, Rotherhith. 
Mr. John Rogers, Stationer, near the Tower 
At Brightman’s Coffee-houfe near Wappin 
Old-Stairs. At Nando’s Coffee-houfe near — 
Temple-Bar. At North’s Coffee-houfe in — 
King-ftreet. Mr. George Flower, Inftrument- __ 
maker, near Cock-hill, Mr. John Thorntor. — 
in the Minories. Mr. Richard Mount, Statir 
oner, on Tower-hill. Mr. Baker, Bookfeller, — 
at Mercers Chappel. Mr. Clark, Bookfeller 
in Birchin-lane, At Jones’s Coffee-houfe in 
inch-lane. Mrs. Bond, next Door to Man’ __ 
Coftec-houfe near Whitehall. Ives’s Coffce- _ 
houfe in Bartholomew-lane. Mr. Billingsfley 
under the Royal-Exchange. At Oliver's Cof 


ce-houfe, at Weftminftcr-haill Gate, Mrs. 
Miller, Miiliner, at the Red'M. in Pope’s-head 
Alley. Mr. Waley, at the Magpye without — 
pela a Roc’s Coftec-houfe, at the — 
Bridge-foot in Southwark. At pps cic pg 
Coftec-houfe. S, Malthus in London-houfe 
yard, and at his own Houfe in Clements 
anc. 


